
Forensic Dentistry and The Law 
 
A general overview of the aspects of forensic dentistry will be presented, including educational requirements, 
organization structure, and dental identifications for individuals and mass disasters. The presentation will also cover 
the recognition, preservation, and analysis of bite mark evidence in addition to courtroom presentation, deposition, 
and malpractice avoidance. Also included will be a special presentation to review the John Wayne Gacy mass murder 
case (33 victims) and the American Airlines Flight 191 crash in Chicago (274 victims); both occurred 30 years ago. 
 
The participant will be able to: 

• Identify educational requirements and organizational structure 

• Recognize dental identification of individuals and mass disaster organization 

• Understand recognition, preservation, analysis, and courtroom presentation of bitemark evidence 

• Understand the basics of malpractice avoidance, deposition preparation, and professionalism in court 

Presented by: 
Edward J. Pavlik, DDS, MS, ABO, ABFO, since 1976 has been forensic odontologist, consultant, lecturer in 
criminalistics, deputy sheriff and chief of forensic sciences for the Cook County Sheriff’s Police, and retired after 25 
years of service in 2001. Dr. Pavlik received a board certification from the National Board of Forensic Dentistry in 
1981. Dr. Pavlik has received the “Excellence in Law Enforcement Award” from the Cook County State’s Attorney 
Office, and an “Award of Merit” from the Cook County Board. 

 


